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energys and the fitting of the Government machine to cope more

‘effecitvely with the great ecconomic and international problems
with which @z must urgently cuncern ocurselves.

PROFE3SOR GILBERT MURRAY . O.M.

On Jenuary 18, the Prime Minister anncunced that the
Commonvealss Government, on the edvice of the Historic Memorials
Committee; zad recently purchased in Lendon a portrait of
Professor Zilbert Murrayy, Q.M. palnted in 1954 by his grandsoen,
tire Lawrenze Toynbee.

The portrait has now errived in Canberra frocm Lendoen.

There are apperently very few pertraits of the great
schelar in sxistence and the Government considered-that the
Naticnal Ccllection of art Treasures should include this portrait
with those of other australians distinguished in the fields of
artys literzuure end science.

WATERFRONT STRIKE -

On January 23, the Prime Minister said:

"Cagbinet has t cday cmsidered the waterfront strike which !
began last night. It has had before it a careful and documented
statement of the varicus negotiaticns and steps which have recently 1
occurred, including the negotiation between the parties and the
proceedings befere the iArbitration Court. The urgent fact is that
a strike is on and that, with certain exceptions, it has brought
about a cessation of work on the waterfront at a time when the
vital interests of sustralia can be and are most vitally affected
by ite i

A8 a Geovernmenty, we are mnot the judges of the merits.
We heve &t ell times strongly meintsined our belief that net conly
in the interests of the parties but in theose of the public at
large, vhich are of paramount importance, wages and industrial
conditions where the parties do not zgree should be dealt with
by the industrial tribunals.

"In this particular matter, waterside workers claim that
their pay should be increased; shipowners claim that there are
restrictive practices on the waterfront which sheould be abolished
if the cests of transportation (sc important an element in costs
generally) are to be kept at a level which will enable trade to
go on, ensure to the public the lowest possible level cof transport
cost, and facilitate the prompt and prefitable conduct of export
trade for isustralia as a whele.

"It will be quite clear tc hundreds cof theousands of
employees in other industries that a disastrous waterfront strike

will affect their employment. Indeed, if it goes on for even a
few weeks it will inevitably produce mass unemployment in cther
industries. It is, therefore, my duty to point cut te the public

generally and tco those concerned in the dlsputc in particular
three things:

l. Uhcotever may be the final determinntion, the shipowners
have in fact made an offer of o wage increase and have asked
for the elimination of Ppstrlct1Vc end, therefore, wosteful
vractices. '




